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GEPL 407 
Instructions 
Students must select ONE (1) and only ONE (1) question from the THREE (3) questions provided in 


each SECTION as an extended written response or essay. 


SECTION A_ (30 marks) 


Answer only ONE question in Section A 


Either 


1. 


Briefly elaborate on the difference between ‘climate variability’ and ‘climate change’. With 
the use of examples, present an argument as to why the concept of ‘a delayed climate 
response’ is important towards understanding global climate change? 


With the use of examples, briefly describe five categories of terrestrial palaeo-records that 
have been used to determine past climates. 


How has rising global temperature impacted the ‘cryosphere’? Provide evidence to support 
your arguments. 


SECTION B_ (30 marks) 


Answer only ONE question in Section B 


Either 


4. 


Or 


a 


By using coral reefs as an example, describe and elaborate on the impacts of global climate 
change on this sensitive ecosystem. 


What are ‘climate models’ and some of the inherent limitations behind these models? 
Elaborate on some projections from these climate models on future global temperatures. 


It is said that the impacts of global warming will not be evenly distributed amongst people, 
countries and regions. Broadly describe and elaborate further on two reasons behind the 
uneven distribution of these impacts. 
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SECTION C_ (30 marks) 
Answer only ONE question in Section C 
Either 


a Elaborate further on the influence of ‘uncertainty’ on the politics of climate change. Use 
examples where possible. 


Or 

8. Describe some arguments used by climate change sceptics to challenge the credibility of the 
science that underpins the notion of climate change? 

Or 

a What is the difference between ‘adaptation’ and ‘mitigation’ in combating climate change? 


Why is ‘adaptation’ especially important towards combating climate change? 


Please remember - This examination question paper MUST BE HANDED IN. Failure to do so may 
result in the cancellation of all marks for this examination. 
Writing your name and number on the front will help us confirm that your paper has been returned. 


